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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



n... 4/13/68 



PatrolMO TERNON VERNAEO DOJJUAUITE, Patrol 
DlvlsioOf Sbelbj County Ob«rlfX*s Office, resldenco 
3330 Dawn Drive, Aperteont 12, hOM telephone 
358-8067, Meaphin, Tennesoee, wan interviewed by 
Lieutenant W. 8. SCHULTZ, Honlcide Bureau, Meaphia 
Police Departaent, and SA FRANKLIN L. JOHNSON, at whlell 
tiae he re-enacted hla aoveaents on the afternoon of 
April 4, 1968, after be learned that Dr, MARTIN LUTHER 
RING bad been abot at the Lorraine Motel. He furnlabed 
the followlnf inforaatlon; 

On Tburnday, April 4, 1968, be wan aaolgned 
to Tactical Unit Mo. 10, conaioting of 12 aen, half of 
whoa were Deputy Sherlffn and half of wboa were police 
officers, which unit wao located at the fire station at 
Main and Butler around 6:00 p.a., when be learned that 
Dr. KING had been shot. 



Around 6:00 p.a., ho and other officers were 
inside the fire station when he beard soaMone yell that 
Dr. RING had boon shot. He ijuaediatoly ran out of the 
door on the north side of the fire station, then ran 
east toward the Lorraine Hotel, Jusping over a fence, 
and then dropping down about a 10-foot concrete retaining 
wall which runs along the wont aide of Mulberry Street. 

Ho then ran to the driveway on Mulberry Street, which 
loads into the Lorraine Hotel, to a point beneath the 
balcony where Dr. RING'S body wao lying. He stated that 
bo heard an unknown Negro nale at the ncene say, "The 
dirty f pollco shot his.** 

As be ran into the driveway, he dropped hln 
firoars and bad to stop akOBentnrlly and pick up the 
firears, checking it briefly, and then continuing,. After 
going to the scene near where the body was lying and 
detoraining that other officers were converging on the 
area, be ianediately ran out of the driveway, running 
north on Mulberry Street to Uuling and west on Huling 
Street to Main Street, then south on Main Street. An he 
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ran out of tbe driveway at the Lorraine Motel/ he was 
Joined by an officer named HAI.EY, who ran along with his 
to a driveway on the south side of Hullng Street between 
Mulberry and South Main Street. Officer MALEIT stopped 
at that point to observe, and DOLLAHITB kept runnins 
toward Main. 

Upon reaching Mein Street and turning south 
on Main Street, he saw no pedentriau traffic whatever, 
lie continued running south on Main Street until he came ‘ 
to Jlm'a Grill, a rentaurant at 41U South Main Street. 

The door wan otaiiding open. )lo utep(i«d inoide, looked 
around briefly, neoing cuntomern sitting around eating 
and drinking, and he announced to all present that no one 
nhould leave that restaurant until tike police bad arrived 
aud approved their leaving the presloon. He then 
pulled the door to the restaurant shut and continued 
running south on Main Street. 

Ah he came out of Jim*s Grill and started 
running south again, ho observed uob^ items lying In tbe 
doorway to Canipe Amuaenont Company at 424 South Main. 

At the tine, he had no idea as to tbe significance of 
those items lying in that doorway. He did not stop but 
kept running south on Main past Canipe 's, going a distance 
of some 20 to 30 feet beforo stopping. His purpose in 
running past Canipo*s was in order to look east around 
the corner of the building in which Canipe 'a is located 
to SCO if he could ohuorve anyone running or any other 
suspicious activity, OOIJAHITE stating that at this time 
he, of course, did not know the point from which the gun 
had been fired resulting in the killing of Dr, KINO. 

Upon running 20 or 30 feot south of Canipo's, 
he observed that there was no area at that location whore 
aiiyono could run or conceal hlmbolf, there being some 
large outdoor signs and a fence located Just south of 
Canipo's. In addition, ho cbHorved other officers running 
^rth on Main on the oast side of the sidewalk, coming 
noffl the direction of the fire station, so that these 
or fleers would have b«eu In a ponition to seo anyone 
ninnlng or any other Bunplcloua activity in tho general 
area in which D01X.AI11TE was proceeding. He then turned 
around and walked north on tho oast side of Main to tbe 
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vicinity o£ tho doorvny to Ci4nlpo AamncBcnt Coitpany. 

About thin tiao oth«r orilcern »rA‘lvo4 on the ncene 
and took up a porjltloii around the Itemn lying In front 
of the dooi-way to Canlr>o Amuiicwent Company. Ihatrolnan 
IK)LIAI|]TK then walked want acroBW Vain Street in front 
of Canlpe Anwicment Company and stationed himself 
near a blue Camaro parked on the vest side of Main 
opposite Canlpe AMimement Company. 

I'»tr«lrj*n advlr:e<l that he lii positive 

that after ho airlveil on Street, and until the officers 

had given I heir apnvova.1., no i-.'HN'kii l<'li the area on foot, 
lie in equally pociitlvn tli.-»t no vehicle opud away from the 
area around (Vi.ni.pe Amoo«'<(ii'’nt Company niter he arrived on 
Main Street. He stated that the only time he was not in 
a position to obcterve the activity In the 400 block of 
South Main alter he flint arrived there wan during the 
time that he ntep]>ed into Jim's Grill, lie stated, however, 
that he was in this grill only momentarily and he is 
certain In liin mrn nied that lie was not In Jim's Grill 
1/mg enough /or anyono to have run from either of the 
exits to a rooming house at 422^ SouCh Vain and thereafter 
run to an automobile and leave the scene without his 
having seen such activity. 

With regard to the owner of Canlpe Avuisoment 
Company, a white man, and two cuatorvera Inside Canlpe 
Aifluscment Company, two Negro males, ho stated that he saw all 
three of these porsons and wan with a group of officers wuo 
were talking to these Indlvldunls. He stated, however, 
that as he ran south on Main before leaving Canlpe 
Amusoment Company, lie did not see the white male, Mr. 

CANIPE, step out onto ,the sidewalk. He stated that since 
ho was alone and one of the firii^ officers to arrive In 
this area, his essential purpose was llrot to attempt to 
observe and locate any uuupic.loufc person who might be 
attempting to leave the area, and iicccuidly, wherever he 
saw any people In buiilness Ikiuihcs or otherwise, be 
Instructed them to remain Hhere they were so that officers 
^tor checking the aresa would have an opportunity to t 

Interview everyone who was It) Iho acea an soon as possible J 

\ Patrolmnn L«0M.MIITK advlnod that after other | 

officers had arrived in front of Canlpe Amuaement Company, 
and after he had learned during the convorsatlon that 
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Oil® or Bore of the throo por»ona liutid® Canlpe ABUsement 
CompAny reported hearlDg the "oqueallng" of tlrea as • 
white UuotaDg oped away from the area, he observed what 
bo regarded to bo nkld aarko at a point approximately 
one car length oouth of the doorway to Canlpe Aauseaent 
CoBpany. In pointing out the general area where he 
obnerved these okid narks, Patrolnan DOLLAHITB observed 
that there Is space for three autoaoblloo to park between 
the first driveway south of Canlpe Anuiienent Company 
(on the east side of Main) and a no parking leone around 
a fire plug Just to the north of this drlvoway. He 
stated that be would entJnato that the skid marks which 
bo observed wore nado by an automobile parked In the 
center parking area, aiisumlng all three parking spaces 
wore filled at the time. 

As to autonoblleu parked on the east side of 
Main In the area In front of Canlpe Amusement Company at 
the time he arrived on the scene, bo stated be cannot 
now recall a description of the vehicles which ho did 
see. However, ho doer: recall obsorvlng about a 1062 
rod Chevrolet station wagon which he believes was parked 
In the flrot space noiilh of the above-mentioned driveway. 

Ho advised that he was also under the Impression he bad 
seen this station wagon at another point Just north of 
thlo driveway and possibly the owner had moved the car 
later on during the evening. Ho stated that there was an 
automobile parked directly In front of Canlpo Amusement 
Company, but no automobile parked In the space Immediately 
behind the car In front of Canlpe Amusement Company. 

It was In this blank space, or the niimber two position 
south of Canlpe Anuucm"iiut Company, that he saw what he 
thought to bo skid Barks and which appeared to have been 
• made as a car pulled away from thart position going north * 

on Main Street. 

Patrolman DOIA,AII(XTK advlrted that ho bad bis 
firearm In his band at all Limes when he wan In the 400 
block of Main Street, and If the wllncssos In Canlpe 
Amusement Company reported oeolng a Deputy running oouth 
^ Main carrying a firearm, then undoubtedly these 
wLtnoooes were referring to him, Futrolman DOLLAHITB,* 
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